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Doa Q. I wonder if this is true; I doubt it, as I never
saw it mentioned. He thought Shakespeare must have
written his more vigorous and happy things, like Falstaff's
defence of himself spoken in the name of Henry IV, very
quickly—art and thought would have destroyed inspira-
tion. I doubted this, and said I thought the easiest prose
was generally the result of the most intense labour. Cer-
tainly this is so in my own humble experience; people
have said to me " you must have written that as quickly
as talk "—the truth being that its apparent freshness and
ease were the result of long labour	Bradley, to whom
I have been talking since, agrees with D. that the most
eloquent and " poetic " speeches, such as those in Romeo
and Juliet, were probably written currente calamo.
September i. Read the whole of (Edipus Coloneus,
which I read more slowly a fortnight ago.
October 23. Herbert Fisher dined here* He said he
was at Downing Street when the [railway] strike was
settled and Ll.G. invited the delegates to smoke as a sign
of amity, on which Cramp made a sort of speech saying
an (apparently) anarchistic speech^of his had been mis-
quoted. On which LLG. said: " Oh, I know all about
that, Mr. Cramp; I have had a great deal to complain of
from reporters in my time; especially when they reported
me accurately !" On which the laugh extinguished
Cramp!
December 6. Literary dinner. A pleasant party of 16.
[Lord] Crewe, discussing the nervousness of old men,
especially the fear of poverty, told me his uncle, old Lord
Crewe, got to think himself very poor in his old age, and
being asked what made him think so, said he found he
had only a balance of ^18,000 at his bank. He had always
thought ^20,000 was the smallest you could safely keep,
Those were the clays for bankers*

